[Measurement of intracranial pressure as a factor in the prognosis of the course of serious cranio-encephalic injuries].
We have analyzed the course and outcome in 100 consecutive cases with severe head injuries, all were treated in a uniform manner. Surgery was performed immediately in patients with extracerebral or intracerebral hematomas. Intracranial pressure (ICP) was monitored in all. Forty-five patients recovered with no or minimal neurological deficit, fifteen patients are moderately disabled, four are severely disabled and eight remain in a persistent vegetative state. The mortality was 28%. The favourable outcome in this series suggests that control of intracranial hypertension with careful attention to medical complication can improve the outcome in patients with severe head injuries.